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Thus Mr. C. A. Daniell writes : " In the whole
division (Jhansi) the difficulty which presents itself
now is this. The poorer class of cultivators, the
ploughmen and labourers, cannot get food except
with great difficulty. The banias close their
advances to the cultivators, and the labourers have
no work to do. ... When the same crop is en-
dangered by drought, the banias close their money-
bags, and refuse food or its equivalent." And
similar reports are forwarded of other districts. In
the North-West Provinces, in fact, the main diffi-
culty was that there were not stores of food to the
amount calculated upon, relief-works were not
started early enough, and the people died of what
was, after all, a moderate scarcity.

But it is urged that the selling price of land in
both the Punjab and North-West Provinces has
largely increased during the last twenty years, and
the Lieutenant-Governors of these two great pro-
vinces gave this at Calcutta as irrefragible evidence
of the increased prosperity of the people. This by
no means follows. In Ireland, under the system of
cottier tenancy, precisely the same phenomenon was
to be observed. The competition for holdings in-
creased and the prices of the goodwill rose, but the
people were getting poorer all the time. This,
therefore, by itself, is no proof of growing welfare,
and no other than official opinions are given as to
the improvement in the appearance of the people.
What does not yet seem fully understood is that it
rests with a foreign Government, whose subjects
are dying so largely of starvation, to prove that the
foreign rule is in no sense the cause of this terrible